Serologic prevalence of caprine arthritis-encephalitis virus in California goat dairies.
Fifty-three percent of goats in 13 California goat dairies had antibodies to caprine arthritis-encephalitis virus (CAEV), as determined by agar-gel immunodiffusion. Those goat dairies that reared kids on pasteurized milk had a lower seroprevalence than those that did not. Age, rearing kids on unpasteurized milk, and the presence of large joints were associated with antibodies to CAEV. Breed was associated with seroreactivity, but the association was confounded by other factors. Sex was not associated with antibodies to CAEV. The relationship between age and antibodies to CAEV was observed for goats reared on pasteurized or unpasteurized milk, which indicated that continued horizontal (contact) transmission may be important on these dairies and limited the effect of a pasteurized rearing program on control of CAEV infection.